[Combination of velopharyngoplasty and transposition flap of buccal mucosa for primary reconstruction of the soft palate].
Reconstruction of the soft palate after tumor surgery can present a challenge in closing the defect created and achieving a sufficient functional result. We present a new technique for primary reconstruction after partial or total resections of the soft palate. The method is based on the combination of a cranially pedicled pharyngeal mucosa muscle flap with an oral mucosal transposition flap. If partial resection of the lateral pharyngeal wall is also required, the method can be combined with a masseter crossover flap. Our present experience has shown that the surgical technique used will result in an uncomplicated and rapid primary two-layer reconstruction of the soft palate with a comparatively low postoperative complication rate and satisfactory functional results in speaking and swallowing.